Things to do in and around Houston, Texas


                            Selected Attractions in Houston, Texas


Houston, the fourth largest city in the United States, has many attractions. Below is a list of Houston, Texas attractions which we short listed for your reference which probably you may want to visit during your stay around downtown. 

Houston Skyline

Houston has one of the most beautiful skylines in the United States. However, what would the skyline look like on a foggy morning and after the fog has lifted. Take a look atop the Transco Tower in the Galleria. 
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Below website have all the details of downtown and getting around 

http://www.houstondowntown.com/home/default.asp
Tunnel Walk & Rail Tour
Every Monday – Friday, 9:30 am – 11:30 am 
Start/End: Jason’s Deli
Advance reservations required 
discoverhoustontours.com

Enjoy this guided tour of downtown Houston’s 6.5 mile tunnel system as well as sites throughout downtown and surrounding neighborhoods along the METRORail line. 

Downtown Tours
Every Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 10 am & 1:30 pm
Advance reservations required
visithoustontexas.com
Downtown tours include the downtown tunnel system, historic places and panoramic views from the city's best observation spots.
Houston Downtown Waterfront Park
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Newly opened   23-acre park in downtown Houston. The Sabine-to-Bagby Promenade is a newly developed stretch along the banks of Buffalo Bayou, featuring jogging and biking trails, lush landscape and most noteworthy, the first of several planned pedestrian bridges to connect the north and south sides of the bayou. Call 713-752-0314 ext.7 for more info and below link for details.

http://www.buffalobayou.org/images/SesQMap_Mar06.jpg
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Houston Downtown Aquarium

Sea creatures of every shape and size are on view at the Downtown Aquarium. The Sunken Temple exhibit reveals the wonders of ancient Mayan culture and the underwater world, while a journey on the Shark Voyage gives you an intimate view of the ocean's most infamous predators. A great place for family fun, the aquarium also features outdoor attractions such as the 100-foot Diving Bell Ferris Wheel and the Dancing Fountains. Drink and dine at the Aquarium Restaurant or the Dive Lounge. And while there, make sure to check out the new white tigers exhibit
Address :- 

410 Bagby Street, Houston, TX 77002; Tel. 713.223.FISH

Directions :- 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&f=d&iwstate1=dir:to&daddr=410+Bagby+St+Houston,+TX+77002&fb=1&geocode=10510448720387024419,29.764579,-95.366737&oi=manybox&ct=17&cd=1&resnum=3
Website - 

http://www.aquariumrestaurants.com/downtownaquariumhouston/flash_content/index.html
Houston Zoo
Just minutes away from downtown, the Houston Zoo is tucked inside Hermann Park, home to a wealth of family friendly destinations. The zoo covers an expanse of 55 acres and is home to [image: image17.jpg]


thousands of animals that represent more than 500 species.

Address:-

6200GolfCourseDr
Houston,TX77030
(713) 533-6500
Website :- 

www.houstonzoo.org
Directions :-  

http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&dq=Zoo+loc:+Houston,+TX&daddr=6200+Golf+Course+Dr,+Houston,+TX+77030&geocode=8160989524706421423,29.714507,-95.389282&ll=29.714507,-95.389282&iwstate1=dir:to&iwloc=A&f=d


Houston Museum District

www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org
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With more than seven million annual visits, the Houston Museum District is one of the top cultural districts in the country.

Eighteen institutions make up the Houston Museum District, and 11 are free all the time.

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum
Educates the public about the contributions of African-American soldiers by chronicling their accomplishments from the Revolutionary War to modern times.

Byzantine Fresco Chapel Museum
Displays two 13th-century frescoes that belong to the Church of Cyprus, the only intact Byzantine frescoes in the Western Hemisphere.

The Children's Museum of Houston
With 14 galleries of hands-on activities, The Children's Museum of Houston is ranked by MSN.com as the No. 1 children's museum in the country.

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston
Dedicated to presenting the best and most exciting international, national and regional art of the last 40 years.



Czech Cultural Center Houston
Celebrates the culture of Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia and Silesia with events and exhibitions.

The Health Museum
The most visited health museum in the country features three-dimensional anatomy models and interactive exhibits.

Holocaust Museum Houston
Created as a living testimonial to those who perished in the Holocaust.

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft
One of the few venues in the country dedicated exclusively to craft at the highest level, highlighting art made of glass, fiber, clay, metal or wood.

Houston Center for Photography
Dedicated to the study of photography as an expressive medium and investigative tool, exhibiting works by emerging, mid-career and under-recognized artists.

Houston Museum of Natural Science
Museum features the Wortham IMAX Theatre, Burke Baker Planetarium, Cockrell Butterfly Center, permanent exhibit halls and traveling exhibitions.

Jung Center of Houston
Founded in 1958 to help individuals increase self-awareness through an understanding of Carl Jung's analytic psychology.

Lawndale Art Center
An alternative space for the exhibition of contemporary works in all media.

The Menil Collection
Considered to be one of the most important privately assembled collections of the 20th century, the Menil Collection includes approximately 15,000 paintings, sculptures, prints, drawings, photographs and rare books.

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Houses more than 45,000 works, one of the largest and most outstanding collections in the country.

Rice University Art Gallery
The only university museum in the country dedicated to installation art.

Rothko Chapel
The only ecumenical center of its kind in the world, the Rothko Chapel functions as a chapel, a museum and a forum--a place where religion, art and architecture intermingle.

The Weather Museum
Established by the Weather Research Center, the Weather Museum is a place for people of all ages to learn about the weather, its history and public safety.

	Main office Address: 
	1020 Holcombe, Suite 1300
Houston, TX 77030


	Phone:
	713-715-1939

	
	

	Link:
	http://www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org


 Directions:- 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7TSHA&resnum=0&q=houston+museum+district&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&resnum=1&ct=title
Miller Outdoor Theater 
Miller Outdoor Theatre offers the most diverse season of professional entertainment of any Houston performance venue, and it's all FREE!  Classical music, jazz, ethnic music and dance, ballet, Shakespeare, musical theatre, classic films, and much, much more are included in this year's outstanding line-up.  Relax in the covered seating area or enjoy a pre-performance picnic on the hillside.  All performances at Miller are family-friendly!

Physical address:
100 Concert Drive
Houston, TX 77030

Phone No - For information, please call 
281. FREE.FUN (281.373.3386).

July Attractions in Miller Theater :- 

“Disney’s When You Wish” – Start 07/15/08 to 07/20/08 – Start time 8.15 P.M  

http://www.milleroutdoortheatre.com/schedule/calendar.asp?Mode=CalendarViewDetails&date=7/20/2008&ID=413
Directions – 

http://maps.google.com/maps?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4ADBF_enUS243US243&q=100%20Concert%20Drive%20Houston%2C%20TX%2077030&um=1&sa=N&tab=wl
Galleria 
The Houston Galleria is widely recognized as the number one shopping and tourist destination in Houston. It's stunning architecture,[image: image19.png]


 exceptional mix of quality stores, and distinctive style of entertainment are some of the reason The Galleria attracts over 24 million annual visitors.

The Galleria has more than 375 fine stores and restaurants, an ice rink, and two Westin hotels - all beneath spectacular glass atriums. Some of the shops include: Neiman Marcus, Cartier, Gucci, Macy's, Tiffany & Co., Saks Fifth Avenue, The Sharper Image, Ralph Lauren Collection, Louis Vuitton and Houston's only Nordstrom.

The Galleria is the fourth largest mall in the nation highlighted by nine types of stone, suspended glass balconies, three types of wood, glass skylights, and plush leather seating. To learn more about The Galleria, check out Wikipedia. For more information please call 713-622-0663.

http://www.simon.com/mall/default.aspx?ID=805
Water Wall in Galleria Area 

The Williams Wall of Water is located in the Galleria area of Uptown. In fact just locate the Williams Tower - the largest skyscraper in the Galleria area with the pyramid pointy top and you'll find the Wall of Water adjacent with a large lawn in front.



Water Wall. 2800 Post Oak Blvd, (near The Galleria), Houston, TX Tel: (713) 966-7799.
For timing please call on 713-966-7799
Directions 

http://maps.google.com/maps?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4ADBF_enUS243US243&q=galleria+Houston&um=1&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&resnum=1&ct=title
NASA - Space Center Houston


1601 NASA Road 1, Houston, TX 77058; Tel. 281.244.2100

Space Center Houston is a place where people can experience space -- from its dramatic history and exciting present to its compelling future. Space Center Houston is the only place on Earth that gives guests an out-of-this-world journey through human adventures into space.

Space Center Houston's unparalleled exhibits, attractions, special presentations and hands-on activities tell the story of NASA's manned space flight program. SCH is the only place in the world where visitors can see astronauts train for missions, touch a real moon rock, land a shuttle, and take a behind-the-scenes tour of NASA.

At Space Center Houston, guests can understand the past, experience the present, and be a part of [image: image20.jpg]


the future of the space Program.

 

Website:- 

http://www.spacecenter.org/
Directions :- 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1601+Nasa+rd+1,+Houston,+TX+77058&ie=UTF8&ll=29.548968,-95.097639&spn=0.059211,0.101023&om=1
Sam Houston Boat Ride

Port of Houston Authority 
111 East Loop North • Houston, Texas 77029
P.O. Box 2562 • Houston, Texas 77252-2562
Phone: 713-670-2400 
Get ready for an unforgettably spectacular waterborne tour of one of the busiest ports in the world aboard the Port of Houston Authority's free public tour boat! 

Note: Need reservation 2-3 weeks ahead and all needs your ID to board. 

Galveston Boat Ride to an Island -  

Note: During summer, there is a long line for the boat. 

Website 

www.portofhouston.com
Directions 

http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&dq=PORT+OF+loc:+Houston,+TX&daddr=111+E+Loop+N,+Houston,+TX+77029&geocode=9915965452827562459,29.732134,-95.267088&ll=29.732134,-95.267088&iwstate1=dir:to&iwloc=A&f=d
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Kemah Boardwalk  has more than 15 amusement rides and attractions located along the Boardwalk. Thrill-seekers will find excitement with the Inverter and Aviator, while young children ride the Balloon Wheel, Red Baron and Crazy Sub. The Boardwalk Tower, Kemah Train and Giant Wheel are attractions that guests of all ages will enjoy. In 2007, Kemah Boardwalk Amusements will debut a brand-new wooden roller coaster. 
Bradfordand

2ndSt.Kemah,TX

Phone no :- 1- 877-AT-KEMAH

http://www.kemahboardwalk.com
Directions :- 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7TSHA&resnum=0&q=kemah%20boardwalk&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
San Jacinto Monument, La Porte [image: image7.jpg]



http://www.sanjacinto-museum.org/
Marking the spot where an unruly army of Texans commanded by Sam Houston overwhelmed a superior Mexican force on April 21, 1836, the San Jacinto Monument rivals the Alamo as the most celebrated site in Texas history. Listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the tallest monument column in the world (it's 12 feet taller than the Washington Monument), the 567-foot tower was built of reinforced concrete and faced with Texas shell limestone. Completed in 1939, the tower is widely recognized as one of the best remaining examples of Moderne architecture in the United States
3523 Battleground Rd
LA Porte, TX 77571-9773
Phone: (281) 479-2431 

Directions 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=San%20Jacinto%20Monument%2C%20La%20Porte&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7TSHA&um=1&sa=N&tab=wl
Galveston:-

One of the most popular year-round coastal destinations in Texas is Galveston. It is an island in the Gulf of Mexico. You can still take a road trip from Houston ( 45 minutes drive from Houston Downtown) here because it is still connected to the main land by a bridge. It is a city that offers many historical and cultural attractions, water sports and is a beautiful resort.
 http://www.galveston.com/default.asp
Moody Garden 

One of the most famous Galveston attractions is the Moody Garden. Yes, Moody Garden Galveston Texas is the premiere destination in Galveston. It offers three gigantic glass pyramids and luxury hotels. It’s like a space age Egypt. Lush tropical gardens, white beaches and clear blue lagoons surround Moody Garden Galveston Texas. The Robinson Crusoe story is alive and well and living in the Moody Garden Galveston Texas. One of the most spectacular things to see is the Rainforest Pyramid. It is ten stories of glass that houses a tropical forest, waterfalls, cliffs, caverns, and wildlife. It is truly a Galveston attraction that all should see. You owe it to Galveston travel to visit the Moody Garden. 



For details, please refer below website:- 
http://www.moodygardens.com/
Address:-

7 Hope Blvd
Galveston, TX 77554
(409) 741-8484
Direction:- 
http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&dq=Moody+garden+loc:+Galveston,+TX&daddr=7+Hope+Blvd,+Galveston,+TX+77554&geocode=8412925312779596902,29.272496,-94.851244&ll=29.272496,-94.851244&iwstate1=dir:to&iwloc=A&f=d
Beaches 

With 32 miles of Gulf Coast property, Galveston beaches are a haven for sun worshipers. For those who want to temper their sun exposure, umbrellas, chairs and outdoor pavilions are readily available. From May through September the water temperature stays around 80 degrees, perfect for swimming and other water activities. The sand is light colored and tan, powdery when dry and when wet compact and perfect for building sand castles.
For details of Beaches and location please refer below websites 
 http://www.thestrand.com/entertainment/beaches.php Landing
The Best Free Ride in Texas
Of all the things there are to do in Galveston riding the ferry between the east end of Galveston Island and Port Bolivar is my favorite.  I'm not sure what I like the most about it.  Maybe its the gulf breezes, even if it has a touch of diesel exhaust mixed with it.  Or it might be watching the big freighters coming in and out of the Houston ship channel.  It's free!
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http://www.galveston.com/galvestonferry/
 www.dot.state.tx.us/
Galveston Ferry Landing
Highway 87
Freeport, Texas77550 
For Directions 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Galveston%20Ferry%20Landing&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7TSHA&um=1&sa=N&tab=wl
Schlitterbahn Galveston Island Water park
 in Ame Voted America's #1 Indoor Water park!
Schlitterbahn Galveston Island Waterpark is also the world's first convertible waterpark and is the third waterpark in the Schlitterbahn family of Texas parks. The summer season offer more than 32 family-friendly attractions.
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For details visit below website:- 

http://www.schlitterbahn.com/gal/
2109 Lockheed Rd
Galveston, TX 77554
(409) 770-9283

Direction :- 

http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&dq=WATER+PARK+loc:+Galveston,+TX&daddr=2109+Lockheed+Rd,+Galveston,+TX+77554&geocode=13197575635890773865,29.269781,-94.852560&ll=29.269781,-94.852560&iwstate1=dir:to&iwloc=A&f=d
Nearby Temples 

Sri Meenakshi Temple Society
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www.meenakshi.org
17130 Mclean Rd
Pearland, TX 77584
(281) 489-0358

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF-8&dq=meenakshi+TEMPLE+loc:+Pearland,+TX&daddr=17130+Mclean+Rd,+Pearland,+TX+77584&geocode=17268436367272151698,29.523807,-95.297312&ll=29.523807,-95.297312&iwstate1=dir:to&iwloc=A&f=d
SwamiNarayana Temple - Stafford  



BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, Houston is a Hindu temple in Stafford, Texas, USA. It was the first traditional Hindu Mandir (temple) of stone and marble to be constructed in the United States.

The 25,620 sq.ft Mandir is constructed entirely of marble from Italy and limestone from Turkey. There is no iron or steel anywhere in the structure. The stone that makes up the temple was shipped to India where it was hand-carved with traditional Vedic deities and motifs. Approximately 33,000 individually marked pieces were then shipped to Houston and assembled like a giant three dimensional jigsaw.

http://www.swaminarayan.org/
1150, [image: image13.png]


Brand Lane
Stafford, 
Houston  77477

Phone: (281) 499-7974

Direction : - 

http://www.google.com/search?q=1150%2C+Brand+Lane+hOUSTON+77477&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7TSHA
ISKCON - Houston 



http://www.iskconhouston.org/
1320West34thStreet
Houston, TX 77018

Directions 

http://www.google.com/search?q=1320+West+34th+Street+Houston+77018&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7TSHA
Places to Eat

Hillcroft Area - Houston’s very own Little India. Located between 59 and West park in Hillcroft, this is perhaps the latest of the Little India’s across Northern America  
Mayuri - Westheimer Galleria Area

www.mayuri.com


5857 Westheimer Rd
Houston, TX 77057
(713) 975-6565  

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF-8&dq=Mauri+Indian+Restaurant+loc:+Houston,+TX&daddr=5857+Westheimer+Rd,+Houston,+TX+77057&geocode=6896932900910429582,29.737820,-95.482461&ll=29.737820,-95.482461&iwstate1=dir:to&iwloc=A&f=d
Houston has more than 35 Indian Restaurants , for all other places please check out the site,  
http://www.b4-u-eat.com/houston/restaurants/cuisine/indian.asp
In Summary: - Websites to refer for the details 
http://www.houstondowntown.com/home/default.asp
http://www.visithoustontexas.com/visitors/attractions/category.list.php
http://www.visithoustontexas.com/visitors/
www.texasexplorer.com
http://www.checkhouston.com/checkhouston/todo.html
www.yogacamphouston.com


